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On behalf of the International Paralympic Committee 
(IPC), I would like to welcome you to the IPC 
Debriefing of Rio 2016 Paralympic Games,  
which is co-hosted in Tokyo in parallel with the  
IOC Debriefing Olympic Games Rio 2016. 

The IPC Debriefing is part of the IPC’s knowledge 
management programme, known as the  
Excellence Programme, which is delivered by  
the IPC Academy, the IPC’s educational division  
in the host city of each Paralympic Games.

Delivered in the face of unprecedented economic 
and political challenges, the Rio 2016 Paralympic 
Games were the Peoples’ Games and helped build 
on the momentum generated by London 2012 
and Sochi 2014. More than 2.15 million spectators 
filled the venues, whilst billions more watched on 
TV as awe-inspiring images were beamed to 154 
countries around the world. Online, the Games 
engaged a billion people and such overwhelming 
global support led to the best athletic performances 
ever witnessed at a Paralympics. During 10 days of 
intense competition, more than 200 world records 
were broken and the performance levels in all 22 
sports reached new highs.

Although the Rio 2016 Paralympics were a success, 
as with all editions of the Games there are many key 
learnings and innovations that can be transferred to 
future Organising Committees. During this debrief 
we will analyse and discuss the work of many 
functional areas in order to determine what worked 
well and what can be improved for the future.

Latin America’s first Paralympics did much for  
raising awareness of the Paralympic Movement in 
the region. Now with PyeongChang 2018, Tokyo 
2020 and Beijing 2022 on the horizon, we need  
to set our sights on how Asia can best benefit  
from staging the next three editions of the world’s 
premier sporting event for driving social change  
and inclusion.

To finish, I would like to thank the Rio 2016 
organisers for September’s Games, plus Tokyo 
2020 and the IOC for all efforts made for hosting  
the Debriefings in parallel.

Thank you for your active participation and 
contribution to making future Paralympic Games  
a success. Together we can achieve the vision  
of enabling Para athletes to inspire and excite  
the world.

Sir Philip Craven MBE 
President 
International Paralympic Committee
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